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Strangely Warmed Hearts: Celebrating 275 years of the Aldersgate Experience 

 

This past May 24
th

 we celebrated the 275
th

 Anniversary of the experience John Wesley had on Aldersgate Street, 

London. Let’s once again consider Wesley’s most famous quote in his Journal the day of that event: “About a 

quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I 

felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was 

given to me that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death”. 

 

The same way Pentecost marks the birth of the Christian Church, Aldersgate marks the birth of the Methodist 

Movement with its very specific contribution to Christian theology and praxis.   

 

As Methodists we share a special interest and affection for “the Church universal”. We have been very active in 

starting and maintaining a vast range of ecumenical efforts. Wesley helped us think of our faith in terms of the 

tradition of the Church, which is common to many of our different denominational “traditions”. 

 

And yet, there are some specific things that make a difference between we Methodists and brothers and sisters 

in other denominations. Amongst many: 

 Our understanding of divine grace 

 The practice of infant baptism 

 The role and leadership of the laity 

 The ministry of women 

 Our understanding of salvation as something not pertaining only to the soul, but also to the mind and body, 

and not only related to the individual, but also to the world, society and community 

 Our understanding of personal experience as a key element in the Christian journey 

 

John Wesley was born in a Christian home. Both his father and grandfather were Anglican priests. His mother 

was an outstanding Christian educator and scholar who taught her 17 children how to read by using the Bible. 

 

He went to a Christian school, college and university, was ordained first deacon and then elder in the Church of 

England, served as a missionary in America, spoke 7 languages AND STILL he felt like he was not a Christian 

yet. He was lacking the assurance of salvation and “the faith that saves”, as he called it. 



 

Starting on that day, May 24, 1738 his whole ministry was transformed and so was his whole persona, his 

theology and ecclesiology. He adopted the world to be his parish. If not for this key personal experience of 

salvation, John Wesley would not have been the great leader he was, and particularly the person who exhibited 

that incredible passion for the least, the last and the lost. 

 

That is why John Wesley made the personal experience a key ingredient of the Methodist understanding of 

salvation: because for long years he was just “a fan”, but not a true disciple of Jesus Christ. 

 

As many of you already know I’m a 5th-generation Methodist. My ancestors came to Christ through the 

Missionary efforts of Florida Christians who went to Cuba in the 19
th

 Century to share with us the good news of 

salvation in Jesus Christ. 

 

The Methodist Church was essential to my whole being as I was born. I remember the first times when I 

participated in Christmas plays, or sang Christmas carols with the rest of the children in my Sunday school 

class. I remember reciting a poem to my mother in a Mother’s Day Service when I was about 5-6 years old. I 

learned how to be faithful to Christ in the midst of persecution and oppression. I saw my father going to jail for 

6 years because of Christ. But none of all those experiences made me a Christian. 

 

I believe I became a Christian the day I was put in front of a classroom where there were about 30 other 

students and I was asked to declare if I was a Christian or not. I took my time, looked my professor in the eye 

and said: “Jesus is my Lord” while all the kids were laughing and making jokes at me. 

 

A few weeks after that, I went to a Summer Camp that was put together by the Methodist Church in Cuba. Only 

about 50 children from the entire island were present. And while I was hearing the preaching of the Gospel by 

an awesome woman of God, I also felt my heart burning inside of me, and I came to the altar and offered my 

life to Jesus. I was 11 years old. 

 

A new passion for Christ and His Kingdom was born in my heart and it was the spark that ignited the fire in my 

heart to become a pastor when I was 20 years old, and has kept me in faithfulness to that call for the past 35 

years of my life. 

 

Through my years in ministry I have come to know many Christians, really good people with the best of 

intentions. But that alone has not been enough to make them be passionate, committed disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Good human efforts without the empowerment and authority given to us by the Holy Spirit have the potential to 

end in disaster and frustration. We can engage ourselves in nice “works”, merciful and compassionate acts of 

justice without living the Christian faith to the fullest.  

 

I’ve met many nice people who were acting in the name of Christ but were not living like Christ, people who 

were not modeling Christ to the world and had not allowed the Holy Spirit to continue leading them through the 

sanctification process of transformation of the heart, mind, soul and body.  

 

Our Methodist identity, our spiritual DNA is this: We are a body of believers with a purpose: to make disciples 

of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. And there is no transformation of the world without personal 

transformation. It needs to begin with me and in me. 

 

Personal transformation is not just a moment in life, a past experience without relevance for the present: it is a 

process which encompasses multiple moments of experiences and encounters with the divine. 



 

Very often we want people in our churches to go to the world and touch the lives of a broken, suffering 

humanity. And very often that does not happen, simply because the disciples entrusted with that commission are 

lacking the spiritual power that really enables them to do Jesus’ work in the world. They are lacking that 

“strangely warmed heart” that changed forever John Wesley’s life and ministry. 

 

We all need to go more often up to the mountain to pray and look for God’s face, to experience an encounter 

with the Living God that would transform our faces, brighten our clothes and enable to us to come down to 

touch the lives of others and transform the world. 

 

A word for the “professionals” of the Christian church: we desperately need to ask for that fire to continue 

burning in our hearts and be made visible through our preaching, our teaching and our leading. It’s very 

common to find pastors and leaders who have succumbed to the pressures and stress of the pastoral ministry and 

no longer have their hearts strangely warmed. And our people would know that: they can tell when we are on 

fire for God or not. They can tell when we go to the pulpit and our faces are not shining anymore, like Moses’ 

face when he had his encounter with the divine at Mount Sinai (Exodus 34:29-30). 

 

We need to recover that radiance, that fire in the heart. Moments of personal transformation happen specifically 

through the practice of spiritual disciplines: prayer, fasting, in-depth connection with the Holy Scriptures, 

participation in worship and the Sacraments, and service in the world. 

 

I would like to suggest that a great way to celebrate the 275
th

 Anniversary of the Aldersgate Experience is by 

reclaiming the fire in our hearts which would transform us into better servants, Spirit-filled, passionate disciples 

who are faithfully committed to the task of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

 

Your co-servant in Christ, 

 

Rini 
Rev. Dr. Rinaldo (Rini) Hernandez 
 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
 

          TORNADO RELIEF….. 
 

What do 720 UMCOR health or school kits and one truck equal? The South West District churches all 
joining together. A call placed to UMCOR to ask what they need and the response was (apart from 
donations) health kits and school kits. 
 
It crossed the mind of one of our pastors that we all do things for UMCOR as separate churches. 
What if the South West District churches all worked together (with each church making 10 kits) and 
drove a truck to the UMCOR warehouse in Baldwin LA? Well, Rev. Victoria Guthrie is willing to be the 
coordinator for this if we have enough churches who are interested. Email her at 
wesmemumcofc@aol.com or victoria.guthrie@flumc.org or call the church: Wesley Memorial, Fort 
Myers at 239-936-2200 or on her cell 239-738-0996 if you want to join in this project. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
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COMINGS & GOINGS IN THE DISTRICT 
 

RETIRING:  Rev. Denman Jones (Cypress Lake UMC – Ft Myers) 

Rev. Kim Joyner (St. James UMC – Sarasota) 

Rev. Larry Potts (Christ UMC – Venice) 

Rev. Sandra Rubinoff (North Naples UMC) 

 

GOING:  Rev. John Bennett – Trinity UMC – Palatka 

Rev. Mike Winchell – moving to Oklahoma 

Rev. Louis Telcy – Asbury UMC – New Port Richey 

 

COMING:  Rev. Bruce Antle – Friendship UMC – Punta Gorda 

Rev. Kevin Griffin – Grace UMC – Cape Coral 

Rev. Shirley Groom – St. James UMC - Sarasota 

Rev. Tim Haas – Memorial UMC – Lake Placid 

Rev. James Holden – Carlson Memorial UMC – LaBelle 

Rev. Jetro Jeune – LaPiscine Haitian Mission - Naples 

Rev. Thom Shafer – Cypress Lake UMC – Ft Myers 

 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
2013 Annual Conference will be held at The Lakeland Center from June 13 – 15, 2013 

 

The Foundation Board has approved a $40,000 challenge match for the portion 
of the Bishop’s Offering for this year’s annual conference that will go toward 

supporting the “leadership development for young clergy of color in the Florida 
Conference. 

 

"A Million Reasons" - a year-long Florida Conference mission to pack 
1,000,000 meals to fight hunger - will be launched at Annual 
Conference in June with a Stop Hunger Now meal-packaging event. 
 

The goal during the AC event is to package 100,000 meals with 
volunteers on Wednesday and Thursday before the business sessions 

begin. We invite our AC members, local church groups and our youth 
groups to help make "A Million Reasons" happen. 

Over the course of Wednesday and Thursday, there will be 10 one-hour 

opportunities for attendees to participate in meal-packaging. Click Here 
to read complete information and see sign up opportunities and access 
registration link. 

Calling all Clergy…. 
 

http://www.flumc2.org/site/link/BKHGFEHIDIPMFAONHAIANADDJGCJGAEDJFGEIBOFFIMAOHGLHGPKFDFPICID


A proposal is coming to Annual Conference that requires your consideration.  Details of the 
proposed changes are being presented at two pre-conference workshops.  This is your 
opportunity to be informed on the specific details of the proposed changes.  Two sessions are 
offered with same content to accommodate as many attendees as possible.  Workshops will 
be held at the Lakeland Center at 2pm and 4pm on Wednesday June 12, 2013.   
 
Clergy: Proposed Benefit Changes for 2014 
Presenter:  Wendy McCoy, Conference Benefit Officer 
 
Last year the Conference Board of Pension & Health Benefits (CBOPHB) began an initiative to 
examine the current health insurance benefit for clergy when they retire. In 2013, current 
liabilities for future retiree health insurance subsidies are projected to be $57 million dollars 
and in 15 years that obligation increases to $137 million dollars.  The anticipated expense of 
this program is clearly unsustainable and a change is needed. CBOPHB members worked to 
develop a new approach that continues to provide support for the purchase of health insurance 
to eligible retirees and has submitted a plan to the Annual Conference for action. 
 

This workshop is intended for clergy interested in learning more about the proposed changes 
to the program that subsidizes the purchase of health insurance in retirement.  The 
presentation will provide specifics on who will be affected by these changes and details on how 
the new program will work.  Additional information will be provided about the active health 
insurance program under the Affordable Care Act and a change to the Clergy Retirement 
Security Program.  Suggested attendees: all fulltime clergy, SPRC members, church business 
administrators, church finance committee members and anyone interested in understanding 
more about clergy health insurance and retirement benefits. 

 
Additional Volunteer Opportunities (besides the STOP HUNGER NOW event): 
Greeters- To provide information about the facility, while offering a warm, friendly welcome to 
members, participants and visitors.  
Guest Services - Answer questions and provide information to guests and members. 
Conference Ushers- To assist in seating delegates and visitors during the plenary sessions; distribute 
materials; take attendance and count votes, as needed. 
Worship Ushers- To assist in seating the attendees for worship services, as well as provide support 
for ordination worship services. 
Expo Volunteers – To assist in the Exhibit hall to set up and breakdown expo, greet and provide 
information to delegates 
 
Volunteers can enroll, or schedule their own times, by visiting the Conference website under Annual 
Conference, or contacting Betsy Grizzard at 800-282-8011 Ext. 142 or Heidi Leab at 800-282-8011 Ext. 
192. 

 

If you are clergy or lay member to Annual Conference and did not request an Annual Conference 

Workbook to be sent to you, please make sure that you print a copy from the Conference 

website or download the Annual Conference Workbook to your electronic device before you 

come to Annual Conference.  There is the possibility of internet and wi-fi connections being 

intermittent.  

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 



 

 

 

What happens when you bring together: 
 3 DYNAMIC speakers 

o Rev. Michael Slaughter, 

o Rev. Brian McClaren and 
o Rev. Dr. Rinaldo Hernandez 

 1 Contemporary Christian Band 

 76 United Methodist Churches 

into the Germain Arena? . . . . .SOMETHING AMAZING!!!! 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
Report from Mike Edwards, SW District Youth Coordinator 

 
Hi guys,  As you may know, the fall lock-in has been cancelled.  We had problems getting a venue and people 
to step up and be on the design team.  So…..we are going forward with a plan for a spring youth spiritual 
retreat.  We will be holding a planning meeting on June 6, noon, at the Cracker Barrel at I75/80 in East Ft. 
Myers.   If you are at all interested in this event please attend.  So far, we are planning it at Riverside Retreat in 
the lodges in early March of 2014, have been offered funds to rent a laser tag arena, and have some ideas on 
format and worship.  We will still have a long way to go.  Please attend this meeting of the event design team 
to have your ideas implemented. 
 
I have been a Methodist for more than 25 years and worked with Methodist youth for 13 years.  However, this 
is my first Annual Conference.  I am representing the district as one of the lay members.  I am excited for the 
opportunity to participate in the important governance of our church.  If you are at Conference, look me up.  I 
would love to put faces and personalities to names.  I will be the short, chunky, bald guy who looks lost.  You 
can text or call me at 239-940-0260.  Also, remember the free youth workers luncheon on Friday. 
 
Your servant in Christ, 
Mike 
Contact info: Mike Edwards, FLUM SW District Youth Coordinator 
Youth Director, Faith UMC, 15690 McGregor Blvd., Ft. Myers FL 33908 -- medwards@faithum.com. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 

LASTING REWARDS! 
 
     Rewards can be immediate and some you have to wait for.  Yet the most satisfying are the ones where you know a 
life was changed because of a certain experience.  Last summer six South West District teenagers attended the Youth 
Conference at Camp Cannan, Cuba.  These are the most rewarding and most satisfying trips for me. 

mailto:medwards@faithum.com


 
     The following story was told by one of the travelers from the 2012 Youth Conference: 
 
     With much anticipation and yes, some apprehension on July 23, six teenagers and three chaperons put their lives 
totally in the hands of our Lord and left for Cuba.  We were not alone, there were many, many prayers being said 
throughout the state of Florida and South West District for our adventurous travelers.  On arrival into Havana the 
adventure starts with getting through customs, this can be a very stressful time.  Neatly packed luggage full of gifts and 
much needed medicines can be opened when going through customs.  Included in this luggage were three much needed 
laptop computers.   These can be very difficult to get through customs and in some cases they have been held at the 
airport until your return trip back to the United States to take back home with you.  This is where the power of all those 
prayers being said takes over.  When I say, “you put your lives totally in the hands of our Lord” it’s now because you have 
no control.  Our prayers were answered, not one bag or one computer was touched.  Alleluia!!   
 
     We were met outside the terminal by a smiling and a huge welcome from Pastor Jose Ramon Perez, Holguin Norte 
District Superintendent. 
 
     For the next two days we toured Havana and immediately noticed the hospitality of our Cuban brothers and sisters.  
Doing everything possible to make sure we were comfortable.  We could see what a beautiful city Havana had been, but 
the deterioration of so many buildings was very evident. 
 
     On to Camp Cannan and the youth conference, WOW.   800 Cuban brothers and sisters with their hearts filled with the 
love of Jesus Christ. What a joy it was to celebrate with them.  When those youth worshipped it wasn’t just worship to 
them, it was them giving everything they had to God. They did not hold back anything.  If they felt they needed to dance, 
they danced, if they felt like singing, they sang. Everything they did they gave it their all.  It was an amazing experience I 
will never forget.  
 
     I never would have thought going to a place like Cuba would change me in so many ways.  They taught me, “the real 
meaning on love.”  One day one of our students was sick, immediately there was two doctors there to take care of her. 
Within hours Cuban students were asking if they could pray outside the door of the sick student room.  Within twenty-
four hours she was back going again.  What can I say? AMAZING, LIFE CHANGING, AWESOME, AWESOME!!   
 
     On my return the things that were so precious to me before do not seem so important today.   I just have seen people 
that do not have any material items, what so ever.  Yet, what they have is a deep faith money cannot buy.   It’s giving all 
of yourself, holding back nothing, and having unrestricted faith in our Lord.  I had to go to Cuba to find the most precious 
gift of all. 
 
     On July 22nd I will be sending five teenagers and two chaperons back to Camp Cannan.   God will be very busy that 
week as he will be changing young Cuban lives and these outstanding students from the South West District. The 
following students will be representing the SW District: 
 
Melissa Moulton, Cypress Lake United Methodist, Ft Myers 
Melissa Violka, Englewood United Methodist, Englewood 
Mark Sloan, Carlson Memorial United Methodist, Labelle 
Michael Kramer, Grace United Methodist Church, Venice 
Kaitlyn Daniels, Edgewater United Methodist, Port Charlotte 
 
Pray, keep your eyes open and watch our amazing God do His work!   
  
Dan Christopherson 
South West District Cuba Coordinator 
Email: dancc@comcast.net 
Direct Line: 941-468-7209 



<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 
SUMMER CAMP 
If you are looking for a place for you kids this summer, come and check out Edgewater KIDS Camp.  It is an 
affordable option for your kids during this summer.  It is from 9am-3pm, Monday - Friday.    From June 10th - 
Aug. 2nd. 
 
For 8 or 4 weeks, your kids build lasting bonds and friendships through worship, bible stories, science, math  
and all around fun.  Camp will be an intimate group of 45 kids from the ages of Kindergarten through 5th grade  
(as of 8/13) 
 
Registration fees apply. 
Tuition is $250 for 4 weeks and $450 for 8 weeks. 
 
Camp T-shirts, snacks and lunch will be provided. 
 
REGISTER NOW!!!  Space is limited!!  For more information, please contact Kimberly Hussey, Director of 
Children's Ministry - (941) 625-3039, Edgewater United Methodist Church, 19190 Cochran Blvd., Port 
Charlotte, FL  33948 
 
 

YOU CAN VIEW ALL LOCAL CHURCH EVENTS ON THE CONFERENCE WEBSITE – SELECT 
“LOCAL CHURCH EVENTS” UNDER THE ‘QUICK LINKS’ SECTION 

 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

      HELP WANTED & CLASSIFIEDS…. 
 

 Director of Youth Ministries Wanted: East Lake United Methodist Church (http://www.eastlakeumc.org/), a 
Christ-centered congregation, worshipping 350 weekly in Palm Harbor, Florida, is looking for an energetic and 
creative full-time Director of Youth Ministries. The youth ministry program of 40 active youth serves young 
people from sixth grade through the transition to college. The Director of Youth Ministry will be responsible for 
a comprehensive ministry that includes fostering discipleship, empowering laity, and partnering with parents in 
the spiritual development of youth. The DYM will also exercise strong, healthy communication with staff and 
laity, ensure that all details of the youth program and special events are take care of, and empower adults to be 
involved in youth’s lives – establishing relationships and shepherding them and helping them develop their own 
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Successful candidates must have a college degree and three years experience as 
well as a strong personal faith consistent with the United Methodist tradition. Resumes can be sent to 
tcharlto@aol.com.  

 
Don’t forget to check the Conference website (www.flumc.org) to find job postings, items for sale, donations, 
etc.  Just select “Classifieds” on the left side of the homepage. 
 
 

 

CALENDAR NOTES: 
Jun 13-15 – Annual Conference: The Lakeland Center 
Jun 13 – SW District Ice Cream Social at Annual Conference. FL Southern Alumni Center (8:30pm-10pm) 
Jul 9 – New Clergy Luncheon. River City Grill in Punta Gorda 

http://www.eastlakeumc.org/
mailto:tcharlto@aol.com
http://www.flumc.org/


Aug 8-9 – Willow Creek Global Leadership Summit. Grace UMC-Cape Coral 
Sep 2 – Conference & District Offices Closed in observance of Labor Day 
Sep 7 – SW District Leadership Retreat, First UMC in Punta Gorda 
Sep 12 – dCOM, First- UMC in Punta Gorda 
Sep 24 – Clergy Team Meeting & Clergy Spouse Gathering: Cleveland UMC (9:30am-1pm) 
Nov 11 – Conference & District Offices Closed in observance of Veteran’s Day 
Nov 26 – Clergy Team Meeting & Clergy Spouse Gathering: Cleveland UMC (9:30am-1pm) 
Nov 28-29 – Conference & District Offices Closed in observance of Thanksgiving Holidays 
Dec 24-25 – Conference & District Offices Closed in observance of Christmas Holidays 
Jan 25, 2014 – CONNECT 2 GOD & COMMUNITY EVENT – GERMAIN ARENA 
Mar 25, 2014 – Clergy Team Meeting & Clergy Spouse Gathering 
May 20, 2014 – Clergy Team Meeting & Clergy Spouse Gathering 
 
This newsletter gives an overview of some of the activities of the South West District and the Conference.  
Please make a note of these events and encourage your lay ministers and church members to participate. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 

TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY  TO “GET IN THE GAME” BY GETTING  A WEEKEND AWAY FROM 
EVERYDAY PRESSURES, AND RESTORE YOUR BODY AND SOUL  

OCTOBER 4-6, 2013   AND   OCTOBER 18-20, 2013 

 THIS YEAR’S FALL MEN’S RETREAT – TWO WEEKENDS IN OCTOBER WILL PUT 
MORE FIRE IN THE METHODIST FLAME and CROSS WITH NEW SPEAKERS, 
GREAT MUSIC, AND A TAG TEAM MATCH BETWEEN TWO FAVORITES  
During the October 4 – 6 weekend, Florida Conference’s new Bishop, Ken Carter, will be preaching and teaching 

the men on the Prodigal Son. Many of us who are in this situation look forward to this message from the Holy Spirit 

through our bishop.    Do you remember this airplane accident from January 15, 2009?  

 
Dave Sanderson, the last person off of Flight 1549, the "Miracle on the Hudson" plane, and author of “Brace for 

Impact” brings to the Oct 4-6 retreat a message of his Life Changing experience.  

Also during the weekend of Oct 4-6, Reverend Dale Locke -Senior Pastor at Community of Hope - Loxahatchee will 

be speaking and the music of the Lighthouse Praise Team from First UMC Coral Gables will inspire our men – 

young and old. 

 

For our fans of the ever-so-popular two Rileys, John Riley and Riley Short, the second men’s retreat on October 18-

20 will have these guys firing us up and Ross Kimura will be back with his piano keyboard helping us sing our 

favorite gospel and praise songs and bowing our heads in holy worshipful music. Ross again will be sharing his 

talent in classical music – always a special treat for us all. 

 

This year we expect a big turn-out at both weekends, with some wanting to attend both weekends.  

For the latest information and details for making reservations,  

go to http://www.ummflconf.org/spiritual-retreats or call the UMM office at 863-858-4985.  
 


